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463 Initial experience with an endoscopic radial artery harvesting technique
F. P. Casselman, MD, PhD, FETCS, M. La Meir, MD, G. Cammu, MD, F. Wellens, MD,
FETCS, R. De Geest, MD, I. Degrieck, MD, FETCS, F. Van Praet, MD, FETCS,
Yvette Vermeulen, MSc, and Hugo Vanermen, MD, FETCS, Aalst, Belgium
Endoscopic radial artery harvesting is an attractive technique with a definite learning curve.
With some experience, the technique provides the surgeon with a perfect arterial conduit in a
25- to 30-minute time frame. Although patient satisfaction is guaranteed, in our experience,
superficial radial nerve paresthesia was not completely eliminated.
Surgery for Congenital
Heart Disease
(CHD)
467 Amniotic air insufflation during minimally invasive fetoscopic fetal cardiac
interventions is safe for the fetal brain in sheep
Thomas Kohl, MD, Julia Reckers, MD, Danja Stru¨mper, MD, Maike Große Hartlage, MD,
Wiebke Gogarten, MD, Ulrich Gembruch, MD, Johannes Vogt, MD, Hugo Van Aken, MD,
Hans H. Scheld, MD, Werner Paulus, MD, and Christian H. Rickert, MD, Bonn and Mu¨nster,
Germany
Amniotic air insufflation during fetoscopic fetal cardiac interventions is safe for the fetal brain
and does not compromise maternal hemodynamics in sheep. These findings encourage further
investigation of the role this technique might play for minimally invasive fetoscopic fetal
cardiac interventions in humans.
472 Biodegradable polymer with collagen microsponge serves as a new
bioengineered cardiovascular prosthesis
Shigemitsu Iwai, MD, Yoshiki Sawa, MD, Hajime Ichikawa, MD, Satoshi Taketani, MD,
Eiichiro Uchimura, PhD, Guoping Chen, PhD, Masayuki Hara, PhD, Jun Miyake, PhD, and
Hikaru Matsuda, MD, Osaka and Hyogo, Japan
We sought to solve several problems associated with artificial grafts used in cardiovascular
surgery, and we developed a patch by compounding a biodegradable scaffold with collagen
microsponge. Without ex vivo precellularization, this poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid)–collagen
microsponge patch showed good in situ cellularization, which led to the regeneration of
autologous vessel tissue in a dog model.
480 Primary closure for postoperative mediastinitis in children
Richard G. Ohye, MD, Robert B. Maniker, BA, Holly L. Graves, BA, Eric J. Devaney, MD, and
Edward L. Bove, MD, Ann Arbor, Mich
Mediastinitis affects approximately 1% of children undergoing median sternotomy.
Conventional therapy involves debridement with delayed closure, prolonged suction or
irrigation, vacuum-assisted closure, or muscle flap closure. Our policy of debridement and
concomitant primary closure has resulted in excellent results for selected patients with
mediastinitis without the drawbacks of traditional therapy.
Letters to the Editor 487 Worse early outcomes in women after coronary artery bypass grafting: Is it
simply a matter of size?
Robert H. Habib, PhD, Anoar Zacharias, MD, Thomas A. Schwann, MD,
Christopher J. Riordan, MD, Samuel J. Durham, MD, and Aamir Shah, MD, Toledo, Ohio
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